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Ragtime Fabric’s “Comfort for Katrina” Quilt Making Project
Ragtime Fabrics is donating fabric, batting and notions to those who will donate time to making Comfort Quilts for the victims of the hurricane.  Volunteers may come into Ragtime Fabrics during business hours and use the sewing center to iron fabric, cut pieces, sew pieces, complete quilts and quilt or tie the finished comforter.  Others have brought finished quilts and comforters to Ragtime Fabrics to donate to the cause. Volunteers may also come into Ragtime Fabrics and pick up necessary donated items to work on quilts at home or with groups.  
As of September 19, 27 quilts have been hand delivered by our neighbors who have taken goods to the Gulf area.  Many more quilts are in the making and will be sent with the next organized effort sending essential items to the ravaged regions.  
The Comfort for Katrina project will go on through the month of October and may be extended if the community continues to support it.  The Gals at Ragtime would welcome the effort to continue through the year if possible. A warm and heartfelt appreciation goes out to all the volunteers who have so graciously and kindly donated their time, money and love.   Any questions, please call Ragtime Fabrics (540)434-5663.

Spin-A-Yarn At Ragtime
The harvest season is upon us and our baskets are over-flowing, with yarn that is!  We have the largest supply of sock yarn and are exclusive distributors of Sloggers, clear clogs that allow your handiwork in beautifully knitted socks to show through.  We can teach you how to knit up deliciously warm and stylish socks from wool and cotton blended, colorfully dyed yarns. How about a matching hat, scarf, mitten and sock set for a special someone to open during the Holiday season!  
Come in and meet the newest members of the Spin-A-Yarn community:  Papaya, Daniella, Spartacus, Jet and Santana.  These are gentle Alpacas from local farms- Kenly Hill Farm and the DiGuardo Farm, both in the Staunton area.  Alpaca yarn is a wonderful alternative for those who are bothered by sheep wool.  Wool fiber has microscopic barbs on the outer layer of the strand which causes irritation for many people.  Alpaca is a smooth fiber with a hollow center that holds heat.  Alpaca is a soft, warm fiber and the local alpaca we carry is un-dyed, showing the beautiful colors of the well loved animals.
Kenly Hill Farm and the DiGuardo Farm are open to the public if you would like to visit the critters who supply us with the luscious yarns.

Meet The  Gals At Ragtime
Kathleen Temple just cannot seem to get enough of sewing.  In fact, how will she manage to drag herself away from the herringbone silk she is currently crafting into a vintage style blouse to answer a few questions about herself?

When Kathleen was born in 1954 in Phoenix, Arizona, her mom was already quite an accomplished dressmaker.  Her mom made her wait until her ninth birthday to sew on the machine, but she hasn't stopped since.

Kathleen began sewing professionally during her senior year of high school in Phoenix, doing alterations and dressmaking in a bridal shop.  She continued sewing for others to work her way through college in Eugene, Oregon and even fit in some dressmaking through her grad school years in Berkeley, California and Elkhart, Indiana.  Tailoring men's clothing was added to her list of skills through the 1980s when she apprenticed with a tailor in Eugene.
From 1994 to 2004, most of Kathleen's time was devoted to pastoring (in Mennonite congregations) and college teaching. Kathleen and her spouse Ted Grimsrud have a son, Johan, and a daughter-in-law, Jill. 

Since August of 2004, Kathleen has been sewing, with much delight, in the Ragtime Studio.  She says Ragtime is one of the most exciting fabric stores anywhere and that she loves to come to work every day!  She is eager to do alterations for you, from a patch on your faithful old jeans, to a size-change on your pants, to a major remodel of a thrift-store treasure.  She is also ready to create the evening gown of which you have always dreamed or the hip suit you need to propel your career forward.

As a pastor, Kathleen found the celebrations of major life passages deeply meaningful.  As a tailor, she specializes in helping people dress for those most memorable occasions, particularly when what is called for is something unique or non-traditional.
Spotlight On Machines

The newest machine from Husqvarna Viking is the Mega Quilter which was developed to meet the needs of quilters.  It delivers perfect stitches on every fabric thanks to the automatic stitch control, thread pre-tension adjustment and adjustable foot pressure. The Gals (especially Gloria) are excited to have the Mega Quilter and Inspira Quilting Frame in the store!  

· The Mega Quilter is a high-speed, straight stitch machine.  At full speed, the Mega Quilter sews an amazing 1,600 stitches per minute, which is more than twice the speed of your sewing machine.  
· Extra large working area - 9" x 6" (225mm x 150mm) between the needle and the machine arm.
· The 16" (400mm) extra wide and 24" (600mm) extra long quilter's extension table offers a generous work surface to support large quilts and projects for sewing and free motion quilting. 
· Electronic speed control, allows you to pick the right speed with the speed control slider. 
· Simultaneous bobbin winding allows you to wind the bobbin while continuing to sew. 
· Raise and lower the presser foot with the knee lift, while your hands stay free to guide your project.
· Top and bobbin threads are cut with the touch of a button. Never hunt for scissors again!
You are very welcome to come in and test-drive this wonderful tool.  Everyday sale price, Mega Quilter $1059,  Inspira Frame $1159.  Package deal $2199!  (Suggested Retail  $2599)
Circles
Knit-Ins and Quilt-Ins are Thursday 5:00-7:00.   Bring your project, your creative spirit and your sense of humor. Come join us! Everyone welcome!  
Store Info
60 West Market Street 
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